
Teacher Notes

Planning a visit

Planning a Visit 
Thorpe Park forms a fascinating case history for you and your pupils. Our resource, combined with a day out at the Park, 
offers your pupils a unique opportunity to investigate how the site has developed to become one of the most popular 
attractions for young people in the UK. 

We have been working with practising teachers to devise a project which will enable pupils to enjoy all the thrills of the 
rides during a day at the Park whilst gaining useful information and applying theory that can be developed when they return 
to the classroom.

Three downloadable worksheets are provided for pupils to complete during their visit with self-explanatory notes. These 
are designed so that pupils can complete the activities whilst queuing / moving around the Park to maximise output and 
minimise disruption during the day.

We hope this provides you with a flexible resource that can be adapted for pupils of all abilities. Should you need any 
further information about planning your visit please call 0870 400 3025 or visit www.thorpepark.com

Using the online materials
The activity is designed to be conducted by individuals or in 
groups and the aim is for pupils to conduct an environmental 
analysis of Thorpe Park.

Before the visit
The pupil sheets contain questions relating to a number of 
elements within the Park and a scale against which pupils can 
score each item. It may be beneficial for pupils to practise 
scoring a number of hypothetical elements prior to their visit.

During the visit
Pupils should be encouraged to complete the worksheets during 
their visit. You may also wish to suggest that pupils take 
pictures of the rides and the Park to enhance their studies. A 
digital camera will enable them to incorporate these pictures as 
part of an ICT based project back at school. If only one digital 
camera is available, photographs could be taken of all the rides 
and posted on the school website for pupils to download and 
use in their studies.
You may also wish to conduct your own scoring of each of the 
elements listed for comparative analysis.

After the visit
Collate the findings from each of the pupils to establish the 
most popular scores. If pupils have worked in groups, they can 
be encouraged to establish these average scores amongst 
themselves.
Pupils should then be encouraged to analyse these findings by 
plotting the results graphically, perhaps using bi-polar analysis. 
You could then ask them to plot your own scores alongside the 
scores of their group / class as a comparison.
This information could be included in a more extensive 
Powerpoint presentation to present the findings with 
supporting rationale. Pupil presentations could also incorporate 
additional information collected or pictures taken on the day.

Environmental practices
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Activities

1. Investigate your own school’s environmental policies. Think about the following in conducting your analysis.
What environmental issues does your shool have?
What does your school do to preserve and conserve the local environment?What does your school do to encourage sustainable development of the local area?What could it do better? Make suggestions.

2. Compare the environmental policies of your school with those at Thorpe Park.Present your findings in a table and draw conclusions.

Consideration for the environment at Thorpe Park
Thorpe Park is continually developing its practises relating to care for the environment and sustainable development. This forms an important part of the 
five and ten year plans for the company.

The landscape department recycles all natural materials removed when building new rides.
Policy for tree management – bark mulch is reused on the Park.
A compost area has been established.
If any in-filling of the lake is required, 
excavation is conducted elsewhere to allow water to drain if the area is flooded.
The theme and design of rides are 
sympathetic to the environment. Extensive planting of shrubs and trees.
Natural resources are selected wherever possible, for example planters and benches are made from recycled natural materials.
Waste recycling policy is an important part of the five-year plans. Previous initiatives include recycling of cardboard, cans and glass with can crushers placed on site.
Traffic is monitored on a daily basis. New parking bays have been introduced and the layout of the car park has been changed to avoid traffic build up on the access roads.

Green travel plan – Thorpe Park actively 
encourages visitors to travel by public 
transport. As part of this policy it works with bus and train companies to offer special deals to visitors.
Renewable energy – water is used to drive many of the rides, however the water is 
pumped to its starting point by electricity.

Environmental practises

On site
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Background informationThorpe Park is continually looking to develop and improve the Park to meet the ever-changing needs of its visitors. A number of areas are reviewed on a 

regular basis. Much of this information is gathered by asking visitors a series of questions when they are leaving the Park. This is known as an ‘exit survey’.

The rides
Introducing new rides is critical to Park success. The exit survey identifies the age/ type of visitor to be targeted, any areas of weakness and the type of 

rides that would satisfy guest requirements.Ride design / selectionThe designers consider options for rides to 
appeal to this market. A number of other 
factors must also be considered: budget 

location and available spacewill the ride differentiate the Park from its 
competitors?
will the ride vary from others on the Park to 
give guests a new experience?timescale – can the ride be delivered on time?

will planning permission be given for the ride – 
consider height, noise and visual impact.Locating a new rideCareful planning is required to use available 

space efficiently as the Park matures. Long 
term plans must also be considered – a ride 
must not take up valuable development space 
for the future. 

Theme for the ride Many areas at Thorpe Park have strongly 
established themes. If a ride is to be placed in 
one of these areas then it must follow that 
theme. New designs are researched with 
consumers. 
Amenities (restaurants, shops, toilets)
When a new ride is developed, consideration 
is also given to providing amenities in that 
area. Close attention is paid to the type of 
visitor. What might be attractive to 
teenagers may not be desirable for families. 
To estimate the amount of amenities 
required, Thorpe Park calculates the average 
number of visitors over the 30 busiest days 
of the year to establish a ‘design day’. 
Facilities must be sufficient to cater for this 
number of visitors.

Pedestrian movement around the park
The most popular rides are spread around the 
Park. Thorpe Park also has the facility to 
manage and manoeuvre visitors using timed 
entry to attractions and fast track entry to 
key rides.

Activities
1. Look at the Park layout. Draw up a plan to 

introduce a new ride at Thorpe Park. What 
type of ride should this be? Where would 
you position it? 2. Draw up a plan for your proposal. Think 

about the target audience, theme for the 
area into which it will be placed, pedestrian 
traffic flows, queuing and amenities.3. Draw a sketch map of the selected area(s) to 

support your ideas.

Welcome to

Geography In Action

Using the resource

These classroom resources provide a series of tools for 

teachers to deliver exciting Geography lessons in 

today’s classrooms. Our intention is to do much of the 

preparation and planning for you.

Designed to be as flexible as possible for teachers, this 

resource will enable teachers to select the activities / 

topics and exercises suited to pupils. Whilst the focus 

is on Key Stage 3, many of the materials can be adapted 

for use at Key Stage 4 and for less/more able pupils 

teachers can set challenges according to ability.

The resource can be used as a stand-alone resource or 

as the basis of a series of lessons or project work.

On Line
There are additional Geography In Action worksheets 

available to download. These sheets enable pupils to 

conduct a simple environmental analysis of the Park. The 

sheets complement this resource and are designed to 

support your visit to Thorpe Park.

Prior Learning
We have endeavoured to include basic theory to aid 

pupils’ learning and understanding. It is also helpful if 

pupils have previously:

Used four and six figure grid references 

Used Ordnance Survey maps

Studied their local environment.

Map references for the area around Thorpe Park have been 

provided, however for some of the activities you will also 

need OS maps of your local area. The following resources, 

though not essential could also be considered:

Photographs of the main features of the local area

Aerial photograph of the school and surrounding area. 

Contents

Thorpe Park’s Geography In Action resource 

consists of:

2 x A4  posters featuring an aerial image  of the 

site plus a Park plan.

2 x teacher information card 

8 x reference cards, covering:

case history

statistics card

maps, aerial photographs and Park plan

6 x information/exercise cards providing 

background information and pupil activities 

around: 
Choosing a location - route-planning and site 

location using maps

Considering the impact on a local area

Environmental considerations and analysis

Tourism and economic impact assessment on 

local area

On-site planning and dealing with pedestrian 

traffic flows

Comparative studies with theme parks in the 

UK and abroad 

Teacher information sheet

Welcome to Geography In Action 

Geography In Action is the latest resource from Thorpe 

Park to support the National Curriculum for Geography 

at Key Stages 3 and 4. Our aim is to bring geographic 

skills and theory to life using Thorpe Park as a real 

case study. 

The history of Thorpe Park highlights such key 

topics as;

tourism and economic impact

site location and development

environmental investigation and considerations 

site planning – pedestrian traffic flows, 

amenities and ride placement. 

We constantly work with practising teachers to 

ensure our educational offering remains exciting, 

motivating and up-to-date. This resource has been 

written and prepared in close consultation with 

practising teachers and supports the National 

Curriculum for Geography for Key Stages 3 and 4.

Page 1

Colossus

Welcome to
Geography In Action

To understand the issues 
involved in choosing a 
location
To use maps and plans of 
varying scales 

To identify, describe and 
explain the impact of 
physical and human 
processes on places
To assess the issues that 
arise from changes

To collect, record and 
present evidence

To use maps and plans of 
varying scale
To draw maps and plans 
at varying scales

Select and use appropriate 
graphical techniques to 
present evidence
To use ICT 

Choosing a location

Impact of development 
on local area 
(social, economic and 
environmental)

The impact of tourism

Consideration for the 
environment at 
Thorpe Park

Planning at the Park – 
locating attractions 
and managing 
pedestrian traffic flows

Comparative studies

6 figure grid reference work
Route planning using OS maps
Locating a theme park in your area

Considering impact on a local area
Debate to consider all 
viewpoints

Mind mapping of pros, cons 
and solutions

Analysis of Thorpe Park’s 
practices
Comparison with practices at school

Analysis of the Park layout
Sketch map
Considering where to 
position new attractions
Research a comparative 
theme park
Designing a poster

OS maps

Case history
Pictorial 
references

OS map
Aerial 
photograph

Case history
Statistics sheet 

Plan of the Park 

OS map
Plan of the Park
Aerial 
photograph

2c

4b

3d

1c

2c,2d

2c, 2e, 2f
ICT/3b

Curriculum Checklist
The resource fulfils the following areas of the Geography curriculum at Key Stages 3 and 4:
 Geographical enquiry and skills
 Knowledge and understanding of places Knowledge and understanding of patterns and processes Knowledge and understanding of environmental change and sustainable development.

The table below provides an at-a-glance guide to the resources provided within this pack.

Using Ordnance Survey mapsFor more information on Ordnance Survey maps including digital maps, contact the Customer Contact Centre on 08456 05 05 05 or visit www.ordsvy.gov.uk. 

Curriculum Mapping
EXERCISE / ACTIVITY SHEETS
 Learning Objectives Information  Activities Reference  Curriculum

  
 

 
sheets Links

Curriculum Links 
The curriculum links to Geography are clearly signposted and the numerous opportunities for links to ICT via research, analysis and report presentation are highlighted within the relevant sections of the resource.

In addition, the Geography department may be able to deliver its element of the Citizenship curriculum via this resource. The environmental analysis outlined on the on-line worksheets fulfils the environmental link to Citizenship at Key Stage 3.
We hope that this resource pack provides inspiration for first-time and continued visits. We look forward to working with you.

Teacher information sheet
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Choosing

A Location

Pupil sheet
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A10

M1

M40

M4

M3

A3

A24
M23

A232

M20

River Thames

London
Waterloo

M25

Heathrow 
Airport

London is the UK’s 

largest city with 7.5 

million residents 

Thorpe Park is 21 miles south 

west of the centre of London

Windsor
Castle

M11

London already 

attracts over 28 

million visitors 

per year 

Excellent motorway 

network. M3 and M25 

provide direct access. 

M4 is also nearby 

Direct access to/from 

London by rail

Major international 

airport (Heathrow) 

nearby 

Large area of land providing 

sufficient room for 

attractions and car parking

Despite its proximity 

to London the site’s 

surroundings are 

heavily tree covered
Local roads are good

Background information

Choosing a location is perhaps the most 

important decision for a leisure attraction. When 

considering where to locate Thorpe Park, the 

site had to fulfil the following requirements: 

1. A large local population –

to fill jobs that would be created by the 

development, to build and run the site and to 

serve as a large base of potential visitors.

2. Transportation –

transport systems and accessibility had to be 

good to encourage as many visitors as possible. 

The site needed to be close to a motorway 

network, have good local roads capable of 

handling high volumes of traffic and a good 

public transport network.

3. Resources –

a large area of land available

water and energy supplies large enough to 

support a major theme park

good local services

4. An established tourist area –

to assist with planning permission and 

negotiations with local authorities.

5. Attractive rural surroundings
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Thorpe Park environmental analysis
When you are at Thorpe Park, have a look at each of the items listed below. Give each item a score of 1-4 by circling the relevant number.

1. General appearance of the Park
 Poor condition condition  Good 

 1 2 3 4

2. General appearance of the rides
Poor condition condition  Good 

 1 2 3 4

3. Trees, plants and natural landscapes
 Poor    Good 

 1 2 3 4

4. Availability of litter bins
 Poor    Good 

 1 2 3 4

5. Amount of litter on the ground
 A lot   None

 1 2 3 4

6. Amount of graffiti  
 A lot   None

 1 2 3 4

7. First aid facilities
 Poor   Good

 1 2 3 4

8. Facilities for disabled visitors
 Poor   Good

 1 2 3 4

9. Facilities for families / children
 Poor   Good

 1 2 3 4

10. Security
 Unsafe   Safe

 1 2 3 4

11. Signage for rides
 Unclear   Clear

 1 2 3 4

12. Signage for amenities such as shops, toilets 
 Unclear   Clear

 1 2 3 4

13. Queuing for rides
 Poorly managed   Well managed

 1 2 3 4

14. Number of restaurants
 Poor   Good

 1 2 3 4

15. Choice of restaurants
 Poor   Good

 1 2 3 4

16. Availability of toilets and other amenities
 Poor   Good

 1 2 3 4

17. Public seating
 Poor   Good

 1 2 3 4

18. Quality of goods on sale in the shops
 Poor   Good

 1 2 3 4



Pupil sheet
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Thorpe Park environmental analysis

Combine the results from each survey in your group or class. Complete this 
table by writing the number of people that gave each score to each question 
in the correct space. An example has been completed for you.

 Question 1 2 3 4 Most popular score

 Sample 0 1 3 20 4
 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

 10

 11

 12

 13

 14

 15

 16

 17

 18

Question Teacher's score Most popular score

 Sample 3 4
 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

 10

 11

 12

 13

 14

 15

 16

 17

 18

What did your teacher think? 
Compare his or her answers with your group / class score.
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BI-POLAR ANALYSIS GRAPH
Present your findings as a bi-polar analysis. Plot your findings on the graph below.
Create a key to show which line represents your group, class and teacher scores.

A
n

sw
e

r

Key
Your Group Class Teacher

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10 Q11 Q12 Q13 Q14 Q15 Q16 Q17 Q18

4

3

2

1


